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Lesson Plan

English, 7th Grade

TEKS:
(7.1C) understand the major ideas and supporting evidence in spoken messages

(7.2F) evaluate a spoken message in terms of its content, credibility, and delivery

(7.5A) adapt spoken language such as word choice, diction, and usage to the audience, purpose, and occasion

(7.5B) demonstrate effective communication skills that reflect such demands as interviewing, reporting, requesting, and providing information

(7.5D) generate criteria to evaluate his/her own oral presentations and the presentation of others

(7.5F) clarify and support spoken ideas with evidence, elaborations, and examples

(7.8A) read classic and contemporary works

(7.8B) select varied sources such as play, anthologies, novels, textbooks, poetry, newspapers, manuals, and electronic texts when reading for information or pleasure

(7.10A) use his/her own knowledge and experience to comprehend

(7.10B) establish and adjust purposes for reading such as reading to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems

(7.10D) describe mental images that text descriptions evoke

(7.10M) use study strategies to learn and recall important ideas from texts such as preview, question, reread, and record

(7.11B) interpret text ideas through such varied mean as journal writing, discussion, enactment, and media

(7.12A) form and revise questions for investigations, including questions arising from reading, assignments, and units of study
(7.12C) use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to research questions

(7.12F) produce research projects and reports in effective formats for various audiences

(7.12I) present organized statements, reports, and speeches using visuals or media to support meaning, as appropriate

(7.14A) compare text events with his/her own and other readers’ experiences

(7.15C) write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate

(7.15H) produce cohesive and coherent written texts by organizing ideas, using effective transitions, and choosing precise wording

(7.20E) present information in various forms using available technology

(7.20G) follow accepted formats for writing research, including documenting sources

(7.22B) interpret important events and ideas gathered from maps, charts, graphics, video segments, or technology presentations

(7.23A) interpret and evaluate the various ways visual image maker such as illustrators, documentary filmmakers, and political cartoonists represent meaning

(7.24A) produce communications using technology or appropriate media such as developing a class newspaper, multimedia reports, or video reports

Learning Objectives and Computer Functions:
Using the Internet, the students will research the gilded age; prepare individual research papers on predetermined subject, and prepare a documentary and PowerPoint on their subject regarding the many aspects of the time period in history known as the gilded age.

The students will access information off the Internet for coal mining industry, big business and the rich, women’s roles and voices, political cartoons, and research four assigned chapters in Jacob Riis’s book, “How the Other Half Lives,” 

The students will, through cooperative learning groups, be assigned a segment for individual research along with a chapter in Riis’ “How the Other Half Lives”, and will word process a report over their segment along with an individual PowerPoint.
The students will consolidate reports to form a group research paper, consolidate individual power points (including graphics), and present their group’s PowerPoint documentary presentation to their classmates. 
_____________________________________________________________________
Problem Statement and Problem:

Historians named the time period the “gilded age” in an effort to illustrate outward showy success, but the inwardly corrupt nature of American society during the industrial revolution.  Immigrants, emigrants, laborers, women, and industry tried to express their voice and survive this period of time that was said to be “framed in gold.”

Through individual research and cooperative learning groups, the students will access the Internet and assigned chapter in “How the Other Half Lives” to research, prepare an individual research paper, prepare a group documentary paper, produce an individual powerpoint, and consolidate for group powerpoint presentation and documentary, over the different societal aspects of the time period in history known as the gilded age. 

You are a reporter and have been assigned the responsibility a producing a documentary over the gilded age.  You are to research industry, business, women, cartoons, and literature to present to your audience why historians coined this time in history as the “gilded age”.   You will provide evidence to your audience what effects the gilded age had then, and have in today’s society.

Data Manipulation:
Women researchers, industry researchers, big business & the rich researchers, cartoon and literature researchers will go to links to access information needed for documentary, PowerPoint, and research paper.  Individual researchers will prepare paper and PowerPoint within their group.  Groups will word process and produce documentary and PowerPoint over consolidated presentation.

Results Presentation:

Cooperative learning groups will present PowerPoint to the class with research paper of documentary.  PowerPoint’s will include graphics, statistics, and the period of time and how what affect it has on today.
Activities While at Computer:

Students will click on to links to research the time period, gilded age.  Students will research information and take notes from information found through links.  Students may access further links within pre-established links.  Students will word process research paper.  Students will create PowerPoint for oral presentation.

Activities Prior to the Computer:
Students will assume responsibility of researcher, read requirements, brainstorm questions needed for research, assign group leader, organize order of documentary, share ideas, and use social skills for cooperative learning.  Students will read and give report in paper and PowerPoint over their chapter in “How the Other Half Lives”.
Activities After the Computer:
Students will write individual research paper from Internet and literature access.  Students will consolidate research papers for teacher, and PowerPoint documentary for oral presentation.  Students will share individual presentation with group for practice and feedback.  Students will make swift transactions from individual oral PowerPoint presentations from researcher to researcher.  Students will refine PowerPoint as a cooperative learning group, and imitate a television documentary.  
Supporting Activities:

Internet research, literature research (How the Other Half Lives), PowerPoint presentation, presentation for the class, individual research paper and group documentary for PowerPoint presentation.

Assessment:

Individual research paper

Group documentary paper

Individual PowerPoint

Group documentary PowerPoint

Transition within PowerPoint

Individual oral presentation with PowerPoint

